ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY POLICY

At Oscar Club we are committed to the protection of the environment.  We aim to help children, parents and staff to understand the issues affecting our environment and to help our setting to be as environmentally aware as possible.

We believe children build positive attitudes and values about sustainability by exploring solutions to environmental challenges, learning about their world and how to protect it, and observing adults who model environmentally responsible behaviour.

We provide a holistic, open-ended curriculum that introduces concepts and practices related to environmental sustainability and supports children in understanding the interdependence between people and the planet by:

· Encouraging children to explore nature through art, play, and hands-on experiences
· Offering opportunities to interact with natural materials such as wood, stone, sand, and recycled items.  Packaging from deliveries is used where possible in children’s play or for storage.
· Supporting environmental awareness through gardening activities that include planting, nurturing and harvesting.
· Teaching children about water conservation, energy efficiency, and waste reduction through play-based activities and meaningful adult interactions
· Taking nature walks to explore and learn about local plant life
· Encouraging families to walk to pre-school regularly to promote awareness of caring for the environment
· Creating a recycling area and promoting a recycling ethos that children can also practise at home
· We understand parents have a choice of the type of nappies they use on their child.  We support parents who wish to use washable nappies.

We work to embed sustainability throughout our operations by:

· Reusing materials for art and creative activities and inviting parents to contribute recyclable materials
· Encouraging parents to recycle children’s take-home creations if they choose not to keep them
· Considering our carbon footprint when purchasing resources
· Buying locally whenever possible
· Switching off equipment and lights when not in use
· Using energy-efficient light bulbs
· Avoiding standby mode on any equipment
· Unplugging equipment after use or at the end of the day
· Air-drying laundry or using clothes horses 
· Implementing water-wise practices such as using automatic taps and water flow restrictors 

· Reusing water from water play to water outdoor plants
· Using energy efficient heating
· Purchase sustainable resources and not single use, where possible

Working collaboratively with parents and partners strengthens our commitment to sustainability and helps create a healthier environment for future generations.

To minimise food waste and discourage playing with food at mealtimes, we avoid using food as a play material.  Instead, we promote activities focused on preparing, exploring, and tasting a variety of foods.
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